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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: September 24, 2003
Meeting Time: 10:00 A.M.
Meeting Place: Westville Correctional Facility,

Conference Room
Meeting City: Westville, Indiana
Meeting Number: 3

Members Present: Rep. Vernon Smith, Chairperson; Rep. Ralph Foley; Rep. Andrew
Thomas; Sen. David Long, Vice-Chairman; Sen. John Broden.

Members Absent: Rep. Linda Lawson; Rep. Carolene Mays; Rep. John Ulmer; Sen.
Richard Bray; Sen. R. Michael Young; Sen. Anita Bowser; Sen.
Timothy Lanane.

Rep. Smith called the meeting of the Interim Study Committee on Juvenile Law and Corrections
Issues to order at 10:45 a.m. 

Review of Minutes of Past Meetings

Members of the Committee who were present reviewed and approved the minutes of the
previous two committee meetings held on July 9 and September 2 with no changes.

Status of Juvenile Study Commission

Rep. Long reported to the members that the Commission is functioning. He did not know
whether the Commission will recommend piecemeal or wholesale changes in the law.  He
indicated that he was pleased that progress was occurring and he wanted to see more fiscal
analysis of the proposals being discussed.

INTERIM STUDY COMMITTEE ON JUVENILE
LAW AND CORRECTIONS ISSUES

Legislative Services Agency

200 West Washington Street, Suite 301

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2789

Tel: (317) 233-0696 Fax: (317) 232-2554

http://www.ai.org/legislative/.


2

Medical Issues of Offenders

Rep. Smith told Committee members that he has received over 300 letters from offenders
about the medical care that they are receiving.  Exhibit A presents a summary of letters that he
has recently received from offenders concerning medical problems. 

Rep. Smith indicated that the following offenders were going to testify before the Committee
either by telephone or video conference.

Offender Mark Gaston, Wabash Valley Correctional Facility (by video conference)

Mr. Gaston is currently assigned to Wabash Valley Correctional Facility.  He was diagnosed
with lymphedema. [Note: Lymphedema is an accumulation of lymphatic fluid in the interstitial
tissue that causes swelling, most often in the arm(s) and/or leg(s), and occasionally in other
parts of the body. Lymphedema can develop when lymphatic vessels are missing or impaired
(primary), or when lymph vessels are damaged or lymph nodes removed (secondary). (Source:
http://www.lymphnet.org/whatis.html)]

Mr. Gaston indicated that his left arm has swelled significantly and he feared that the buildup of
fluids would eventually affect his heart. He indicated that surgeons had recommended that a
biopsy of his lymph nodes be performed and that the Department of Correction (DOC) has
refused to allow this procedure to occur.  

Dean Reiger, M.D., responded that Mr. Gaston has been seen by vascular surgeons and
orthopedic surgeons, and that the medical staff at the hospital have provided compression
pumps and other procedures. He indicated that no records exist in his medical records that any
physicians have ordered biopsies of Mr. Gaston’s lymph nodes. Dr. Reiger also noted that Mr.
Gaston will be seen again by a surgeon in October but does not know what the surgeon will
recommend.

Rep. Thomas asked whether DOC could release Mr. Gaston at an earlier date than his earliest
possible release date so he could secure his own medical treatment. Randy Koester, Deputy
Commissioner for the Department of Correction indicated that offenders are required to
complete their sentence before being released.

Offender Ervin Hall-Bey, Wabash Valley Correctional Facility (by video conference)

Mr. Hall-Bey told the Committee members that he is a diabetic with severely flat feet. He
indicated that the examining physician had prescribed softer shoes. He told the Committee that
he purchased the shoes but was not permitted by the security staff to wear the shoes because
he has a history of conduct disturbances while in prison.

Dr. Reiger: indicated that Mr. Hall-Bey’s case illustrated two different issues related to how
health care decisions are made for offenders in DOC. First, if the shoes or alternative footwear
is determined by the medical staff as necessary for the offender’s health or to relieve extreme
pain, then DOC will purchase the article for the offender. If the shoes are desirable to relieve
pain but not medically necessary, then the offender is responsible for purchasing the shoes. 

Dr. Reiger also pointed out that if an item is not necessary for the offender’s health, then the
security staff may determine whether the item in question will cause any problems with security
in the facility. In the case of Mr. Hall-Dey, the security staff denied Mr. Hall-Dey the use of the
special shoes because of his history of disturbances.
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Offender Kenneth Karn, Wabash Valley Correctional Facility (by video conference)

Mr. Karn told the Committee members that he has untreated pain from a series of injuries and
that the Department of Correction refuses to treat this pain. Dr. Reiger indicated that Mr. Karns
is being treated for arthritis, skin psoriasis, and some type of gastric problem.

Offender Riley Mosley, Indiana State Prison (by video conference) 

Mr. Mosley told the Committee that he tested positive for type C hepatitis and is receiving no
treatment from the Department of Correction. He also indicated that he is starting to come out
of remission. He also indicated that a biopsy on his liver had been performed. Dr. Reiger
indicated that he had no specific recommendation for Mr. Mosley.  

Offender Donald Lock Maximum Control Facility (by telephone) 

Mr. Lock told the Committee members that he has a cataract in his left eye, back pains, and
arthritis. He also told the Committee members that DOC is neglecting his health because they
refuse to allow surgery to remove the cataract and have not allowed him to use an egg crate
mattress. 

Dr. Reiger indicated that nothing exists in Mr. Lock’s records to indicate that there is a need for
an egg crate mattress. Concerning cataracts, Dr. Reiger stated that DOC will not treat vision
problems if an offender’s vision is better than 20/50.

Dean Reiger, M.D., DOC Medical Director 

Dr. Reiger described the relationship between the Department of Correction and the Prison
Health Service 

Programs for Offenders

Marvin Allen, parolee, testified in person. His mother accompanied him to the hearing. He
discussed programming for incarcerated offenders. He also advocated for a more extensive
substance abuse program, faith-based programming involving the community, vocational
education, and parenting/family programming. His recommendations are included in Exhibit B.

Rep. Smith told the Committee that the next meeting would be in Indianapolis and the main
topic would be the DOC policy to ban tobacco in prisons. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
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Re:  Summary of Letters From Offenders

Summary of Letters Addressed to the Representative Smith Concerning Offender Medical
Conditions
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Correctional Industrial Facility

Offender’s Name Medical Condition

Ryan Hamman injured finger

Nathaniel Brown back spasms

Robert Huggins high cholesterol; cataracts

Paul Reese untreated hernia

Charles E Justice diabetic--leg cramps

Herman Morrison back and knee pain

James E Brock disabled, chronic pain

Robert Radtke infectious bumps

Philip Jessup itchy groin, seizures

Robert Fox bone spurs, torn mensicus

Floyd Baker heart problems; enlarged prostate

W. Lawrence Marquez cavernous angioma 

Paul Johnson depression, obsessive compulsive eating disorder,
schizophrenia, skin problems

Doyle Wilhelm knee injury, perspective on medical care from offender in system
since 1982

Robin Montgomery hepatitis, did not receive last in a series of boosters

Thomas O’Neill tooth infections; hepatitis c

William Turpin hepatitis c

Edward Risley burst appendix

Keith Plummer untreated hernia

John Sims untreated hernia

Michael Stevenson untreated hernia

David Buka untreated hernia

Tommy Bannon untreated hernia

Rickey Kirchner high cholesterol, knot in neck

Albert Kizer dental plate

Edwin Halliburton dental plate

Joe Jones untreated back pain

Daniel Boyer HIV positive offender

Roy Glass lupus
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Arnaldo Garcia hemorhoids

Keith Black disabled

Daniel Biggers hepatitis c

Maurice Harris enlarged prostate 

Joseph Otte gall bladder

Demetrius Gray migraine headaches

Larry Wayne Ashley broken collarbone

Andre Glenn arm pain

Roger Lynn bladder cancer, denture plates

W.C. Gully skin rashes

Buddy Stapleton infected fingernail

William Conn undiagnosed ankle and leg swelling 

Brent Merriman persistent knee pain

David Brower multiple sclerosis 

Jack Fuller skin problems, ear infection

Edgar Knapp skin condition; injured knee

Russ Leonard enlarged prostate; restless leg syndrome; glaucoma

Jerry Jones blind, diabetic, needs labwork

Indiana State Prison

Roosevelt Williams quarantined because of refusal for TB skin test despite chest x-
ray

Terence L. Holloway insulin dependent diabetic, medication from psych dept.

Riley B Mosley Hepatitis C

Aaron Israel possible broken finger

Miami Correctional Facility

Robert Tucker prostate cancer

David Hensley obesity, diabetes, osteo arthritis

Joshua Steelsmith broken jaw, ADHD, Turrett Syndrome

Jason Jones throat cancer

Edward L. Ellsworth harassment

John C. Sigler renal carcinoma metostatic to both lungs

not specified
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Robert Brown Hepatitis C

Gregory Cushebberry HIV

Wabash Valley

James Heyward extended stomach

Ervin R. Hall-Bey needs medically necessary shoes

Kelly E. Culver needs new artificial limb

Mark A. Gaston lymphedema

James Heyward significant weight loss

Michael Lluton personal problems with cellmate

Mark Cason Lymphedema

James Heyward terminal illness

James Wilhelm hernia

Westville Correctional Facility

Charles P. Strons sleep apnea

Jeffrey Dyknois Chronic asthma

Richard Dobeski Mental health care
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